52                             TEE HYMNS OF                       [PART I,

5  Actityas, very mighty ones, grant to our children and

our seed

This lengthened term of life tfcat  they may live long
days !

6  Thou knowest, Indra, Thunder-armed ! how to avoid

destructive powers,
As one secure from pitfalls each returning day.

7  Drive  ye   disease and strife   away,   drive ye   away

malignity:
Adityas, keep us far removed from sore distress !

8  Drink   Soma, Indra, Lord of bays ! and let it cheer

thee : the stone, like a well-guided courser,
Directed by the presser's arms hath pressed it.

DECADE   II.                        Indra.

STILL, Indra, from all ancient time rivalless ever and

companionless art thou :
Thou seekest friendship but in war.

2 Him who of old hath   brought   to us   this and that

blessing, him I magnify for you,
Even Indra, O my friends, for help.

5  lligveda VIII. 18. 18,  Ascribed to Irimbitbi, or Irimitbi accord-
iug to Sayana.
6  Rigveda VIII. 24. 24.    Ascribed    to   Visvamanas.    Destructive
powers: the plural of Nirriti,   Deatb or Destruction.    I adopt Prof.
Ludwig's interpretation of tbe second line.
7  Rigveda VIII. 18. 10.    Ascribed to Iritnbitbi, or  Irimithi.
8  Rigveda VII.  22. 1.   Ascribed to  Vasishtba.
The metre is Kakup, consisting of tbree Padas  of eight, twelve, and
eight syllables respectively,
1  Rig^eda VIII. 21. 13. Ascribed toSobbari, orSaubhari according
to Sayana.    Thou seekest friendship  but in war: befriendest tby wor-
shippers when they seek thy assistance iu battle.
2 EigvedaVIIL21. 9.